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“The Origins of the Civil War in Tajikistan is a magnificent piece of scholarship. Epkenhans
deserves high praise for his contribution to the cultivation of Tajik social memory. His
work deserves to be read alongside Dudoignon, Matveeva, and Roy as one of the seminal
accounts of the structural factors—and human choices—that produced Tajikistan’s tragic
civil war. Epkenhans is balanced in his analytic judgements and the empirical material presented has been cultivated with unusual care. The result is the most useful kind of history:
identifying and documenting, in plain speech, the critical junctures that have had such
monumental consequences for the lives of millions of Tajiks today.”
—Jesse Driscoll, University of California, San Diego
“Tim Epkenhans weaves together a multitude of strands—historical, structural, political,
personal, and contingent—to make sense of a little known yet fascinating conflict: the
Tajik Civil War. Comprehensive in scope, captivating, and eye-opening, this is an essential
resource for those interested in Central Asia, the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the rise
of Islamism, and the complex dynamics of civil conflict—particularly conflict escalation
and the emergence of processes endogenous to the conflict itself.” —Stathis N. Kalyvas,
Yale University

tim epkenHAns is professor of Islamic studies at the University of Freiburg.
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The Origins Of The Civil
War in TajikisTan

“This remarkable and strikingly original text offers a profound contribution to the study
of post-Soviet Tajikistan and has the potential to be one of the major published works in
Central Asian studies of recent years. Composed largely from the memoirs of the conflicting
protagonists (as well as drawing on some archival and press sources and oral histories), Tim
Epkenhans’s narrative offers a rich and detailed account of the origins of the civil war
and the first six months of its duration. As a work of historical scholarship, it is without
precedent. To my knowledge, these sources have not previously been critically and systematically investigated in any published text in any language. Moreover, no previous research
monograph has been devoted to an analysis of the origins of the war at all. The text is
composed with regard to theoretical consideration, cultural context, and historical method.
It therefore stands as the first-ever account of the civil war that impartially, reliably, and
effectively demonstrates its complex causes. As such, it will be the account of the origins of
the civil war and can genuinely claim to be a unique contribution to the literature.”
—John Heathershaw, University of Exeter
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The Future of Central Asian Studies
11–13 September 2017
Institute for Advanced Study, University of Konstanz
Organised by Judith Beyer and Madeleine Reeves

The last three years have seen a flourishing of anthropological and historical monographs on Central Asia.
We propose an innovative workshop format that seeks
to launch several of these recent monographs and to
use a discussion of their findings as a basis for reflection on the future of Central Asian studies. The workshop will facilitate a series of focused discussions that
emerge from bringing the texts into conversation with
one another. How can material from Central Asia inform conceptual debates about order, knowledge,

modernity, empire, religion and resources in the widest
sense? What can be gained from drawing together anthropological and historical scholarship on law and
empire, or dynamics of peace and conflict? How can
we better integrate the history and anthropology of
Afghanistan to allow comparison with the rest of Central Asia? The book panel discussions will be videotaped and edited versions of these discussions will be
made available to an international audience.

Programme
Monday, 11 September 2017
8.15 pm Dinner at Holly’s (along the Seerhein) (fusion food)

Tuesday, 12 September 2017
9 am Panel I: Ordering

11.30 am Panel II: Space

Discussants: Madeleine Reeves, Tim Epkenhans,
Timothy Nunan

Discussants: Christian Teichmann, Botakoz
Kassymbekova, Magnus Marsden

Books to be discussed:

Books to be discussed:

• Judith Beyer. 2016. The force of custom. Law and
the ordering of everyday life in Kyrgyzstan.
University of Pittsburgh Press.
• Botakoz Kassymbekova. 2016. Despite cultures.
Early Soviet rule in Tajikistan. University of
Pittsburgh Press.
• Christian Teichmann. 2016. Macht der Unordnung.
Stalins Herrschaft in Zentralasien 1920-1950.
Hamburger Edition
11 am Coffee break

• Jeanne Feaux de la Croix. 2017. Iconic places in
Central Asia. Transcript.
• Mateusz Laszkowski 2016. City of the future. Built
space, modernity and urban change in Astana.
Berghahn.
• Till Mostowlansky. 2017. Azan on the moon.
Entangling modernity along Tadjikistan’s Pamir
highway. University of Pittsburgh Press.

1.30 pm Lunch

2

3 pm Panel III: Islam

5 pm Coffee and walk along the Seerhein

Discussants: Till Mostowlansky, Eva-Marie Dubuisson,
Aksana Ismailbekova

7 pm Dinner (Institute for Advanced Study Konstanz)

Books to be discussed:
• Julie Billaud. 2015. Kabul carnival. Gender and
politics in postwar Afghanistan. Pennsylvania
University Press.
• Magnus Marsden. 2016. Trading worlds. Afghan
merchants across modern frontiers. Hurst.
• David Montgomery. 2016. Practicing Islam.
Knowledge, experience and social navigation in
Kyrgyzstan. University of Pittsburgh Press.

Wednesday, 13 September 2017
9.30 am Panel IV: Nation

12 pm Panel V: Kinship and Belonging

Discussants: Julie McBrien, Mateusz Laszczkowski,
Jeanne Feaux de la Croix

Discussants: David Montgomery, Julie Billaud, Judith
Beyer

Books to be discussed:

Books to be discussed:

• Tim Epkenhans. 2016. The origins of the civil war
in Tajikistan. Nationalism, islamism, and violent
conflict in post-soviet states. Lexington Books.

• Eva-Marie Dubuisson. 2017. Living language in
Kazakhstan. The dialogic emergence of an
ancestral worldview. University of Pittsburgh Press.

• Adeeb Khalid. 2015. Making Uzbekistan: nation,
empire and revolution in the early USSR. Cornell
University Press.

• Aksana Ismailbekova. 2017. Blood ties and the
native son. Indiana University Press.

• Timothy Nunan. 2016. Humanitarian invasion:
Global development in cold war Afghanistan.
Cambridge University Press.
11.30 am Coffee break

• Julie McBrien. 2017. From belonging to belief.
Modern secularisms and the construction of
religion in Kyrgyzstan. University of Pittsburgh
Press.
2 pm Lunch and Farewell

The workshop is financed by the Center of Excellence “Cultural Foundations of Social Integration.”

